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Teachers and Parents: 
 
It is my goal to provide students with multiple learning 
opportunities, which can extend beyond their time with me 
into your classrooms and at home.  I also feel that all of 
us need to work together for the success of the children 
we share.  Each student will be keeping a collection of 
folders with different purposes, a binder.  This binder will 
help them organize what I give them and they can add 
anything else to it. They should always have something 
they can work on in this binder.  This information is 
intended to give you an idea of what each folder is for 
and how the children we share will be using it.   
(The composition notebooks will stay in my classroom 
however, the activities we are using them for can be 
done outside of the classroom as well.) 
 
Thank you so much for helping me support our Readers! 
 

Heidi Weber 
GIS 3rd/4th grades 
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“ELO” is an “extra learning 
opportunity” .   

 
Short reading passages provide deep thinking 
opportunities.  Students will be given texts to 

read and reflect upon.  By taking notes about 
their thoughts they can be prepared for 

discussion. 
Writing prompts to activate thinking will 

provide thinking stems for students. 
Logic activities will stretch the brain. 

 

Your “Pass ion Project” is a 
learning adventure into 

someth ing that l ights a f ire in 
your heart !   What are you 

PASSIONATE about? 
 

Students will be expected to do at least one 
independent study project each trimester.  Topics are 

self-selected; culminating projects have many 
possibilities.   
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ELO 

 
	  

The “READ” folder will be for 
anything special we are 

working on together.  I never 
want students to feel that they 

have “double” classwork, so 
they can refer to this work 

during classroom times when 
they have extra time and 

opportunity. 



Comprehension 
Connections	  

Thinking about your thinking… that is 
what metacognition is.  So much to 

explore in your mind… 
 

Taking notes while reading provides a window into 
thinking.  Students can collect these insights for 
sharing later. You will see post-it notes sticking 

out from books they are reading 

Word Study:   
We have an amazingly complex language!  

So let’s explore it! 
 

Complex spelling patterns, word foundations such as 
Greek and Latin roots, and vocabulary enrichment will 

be the basis of our study.  This will fulfill “spelling” 
instruction for students as well. 

Talk 
abo
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Text 

We will discuss a text together 
so reading it before we do is 

expected. 
 

The date to be read by will be 
given and students will be 
expected to have recorded  

“metacognition” in order to be 
prepared to “talk about text”. 

Word Wizard 
Word Wizard 

Vocabulary development is done 
best through discovering words in 

context. 
 

Students will be expected find and define at 
least 10 words each month from texts they 
are reading.  These words will be used in our 

classroom vocabulary station. 



	  	  

Sketch 
to 

Stretch 
Notebook 

Poems offer so many things to 
enjoy and to figure out.  We can 
stretch our thinking as we use 

metacognition to be poetry 
detectives. 

 
Analyzing a poem by thinking carefully about the lines 
is a deeper thinking skill.  Students can focus on key 
parts or reflect on a poem as a whole.  This thinking 
strategy can be done on any piece of paper. It ends 

up looking like a page of “doodles”. 
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Composition Notebooks 

Keeping our readers 
organized will also help us 
work together to help 
them grow leaps and 
bounds this year!  I look 

forward 
to us 
working as 
a team! 

weberhe@lovelandschools.org 

Daily Dive-in 
Notebook 

Dive right in each and every day! 
 

When students arrive a thought-
provoking quote or news piece will be 
waiting for them to “dive into”.  This 
notebook will be a springboard into 

deeper thinking.  While it is intended to 
be a quick start, perhaps it will keep us 

thinking and talking! 


