
READ Homework Response Letters 
I have two primary goals for my readers:  

1. Choose books to read independently for 
enjoyment 

2. Develop “reading to learn skills” through 
non-fiction 

 
So I expect kids to get unplugged at home!  
Turn off the TV, gaming systems, handheld 
electronics…Curling up with a book is so 
important. 
 
Weekly reading homework will consist of writing a 
“reading response letter” on a book they have 
read during their UNPLUGGED time. The writing 
of the “letter” is to practice writing skills (see 
letter expectations). Letters will be due each 
Friday and are a “must-do” part of their weekly point expectation.  
 
 
Use the idea chart for suggestions on what to focus a response letter on.  While 
book choice is up to the student, I expect to see at least one fiction and one non-
fiction text each month (students who prefer fiction will need to try at least one 
non-fiction each month; students who prefer non-fiction will need to find at least 
one fiction text.)  While this is a “homework” assignment, it can also be worked on 
during morning Tiger Time when students are in their homerooms. 

 
 
I expect letters to be written in standard friendly letter format 
and for each child to ensure that they have re-read their letters 
for self-editing.  My goal is CONTENT. Also, letters should be 
limited to no more than 2 pages.  The purpose is for students to 
reflect upon what they are reading in a few paragraphs. 
	  

J Mrs. Weber 
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Reading Response Choices for Fiction 
Choose one of the activities for your response letter. Be sure to use different activities.	   

CCSS4RL1: I can refer to details and examples when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

Analyze the protagonist in 
your text.  Cite evidence 

from the text to support and 
assess how you are similar to 

or different from this 
character. 

CCSS4RL2: I can determine the theme of a story, 
drama, or poem from details in the text.  I can 

summarize a text. 

Summarize your text (or a 
chapter) and write a theme 
statement.  Defend your 

statement with details from 
the text. 

CCSS4RL3: I can describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story drawing on specific 

details in the text. 

Consider the protagonist in 
your text.  Assess how s/he 

contributes to an event 
occurring or how an event 
changes him/her.  Defend 
your claims with evidence 

from the text. 
CCSS4RL4: I can determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in the text. 

Examine your text closely to 
find phrases using figurative 
language.  Be sure to clearly 
label your examples in your 
citations and infer what the 

phrase means. 

CCSS4RL4: I can determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
those that allude to significant characters found in 

mythology. 

Identify a word that you 
believe comes from 

mythology. Analyze the 
mythological origin of the 
word and explain its use in 

your text. 

CCSS4RL45: I can explain major differences 
between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the 

structural elements of poems and drama when 
writing about a text. 

After reading a poem, 
categorize how the author 

organized it and critique the 
author’s use of stanzas, line 
breaks, rhythm, or meter. 

CCSS4RL45: I can explain major differences 
between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the 

structural elements of poems and drama when 
writing about a text. 

Read two texts selections on 
the same topic.  Cite 

evidence from each that 
illustrates how the texts 
view the topic differently. 

CCSS 4RL6: I can compare/contrast the point of 
view from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between 1st person and 3rd 
person narratives. 

Choose a character from a 
text.  State the point of view 
of the character.  Examine this 

character from another 
character’s point of view.  How 

would this character be 
described from a different 
perspective?  What evidence 
can you find to support your 

thinking? 

CCSS4RL7: I can make connections between a text 
and a visual or oral presentation of it, identify 

where each version reflects specific descriptions 
and directions in the text. 

After reading an event in a 
text and watching the “movie 

version” of that event, 
discuss how the two versions 
are similar and different.  
If you listen to an audio 
version, how does the 

narration affect the mood 
you visualized? 

CCSS4RL7: I can make connections between a text 
and a visual or oral presentation of it, identify 

where each version reflects specific descriptions 
and directions in the text. 

Enjoy a picture book.  
Examine the illustrations to 

see how the artistic 
techniques support or 
complement the mood 
conveyed by the text. 

CCSS4RL9: I can compare/contrast themes and 
topics as well as patterns of events in stories, 

myths, and traditional literature from different 
cultures. 

Analyze two texts that are 
similar from different 

cultures.  Choose a specific 
element of the texts to work 

with. (Character, plot, 
setting, event) 

CCSS4RL10: I can read and comprehend literature. 

Select an event from your 
text.  How would you re-
write this event to make it 

more interesting to a 
reader. 

 
  

H. Weber © 2014	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   clip	  art	  courtesy	  of	  www.scrappindoodles.com	  



Reading Response Choices for Non-fiction 
Choose one of the activities for your response letter. Be sure to use different activities.	   

CCSS4RIT1: I can refer to details and examples in a 
text when explaining what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences from the text. 

Read a text on a topic of 
interest.  Cite an interesting 

piece of information you 
found. Evaluate how the 
author provides details to 

support this information and 
make a meaningful 

connection. 

CCSS4RIT1: I can refer to details and examples in a 
text when explaining what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences from the text. 

Read a text on a topic of 
interest.  Analyze the 

author’s purpose for writing 
this text.  Provide evidence 
from the text to support 

your claim.  Infer what the 
author might feel about this 
topic based on clues in the 

text.  

CCSS4RIT2: I can determine the main idea of a 
text, recount the key details, and explain how they 

support the main idea. 

Read a text on a topic of 
interest.  Closely read to 

identify the main idea and at 
least 3 supporting details.  
Cite and explain evidence in 
a well-written summary of 

the text. 

CCSS4RIT3: I can explain events, procedures, ideas, 
or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 

text noting what happened and why based on 
specific information in the text. 

Locate a text on a topic you 
are learning more about in 
class. Carefully describe 

connected events, concepts, or 
procedures and explain what 
and why something happened. 
Be sure to cite evidence to 

support. 

CCSS4RIT4: I can determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 

text. 

Read a text on a topic of 
interest closely using a “word 
lens”.  Identify at least 3 

domain-specific words (citing 
the word with supporting text) 
infer what they might mean 
based on context clues, and 

then define each word. 

CCSS4RIT5: I can describe the overall structure of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or 

part of a text. 

Search a topic you are learning 
more about in class online and 
locate a website that appears 
to be reliable.  Evaluate how 

the information is organized on 
the website as why this seems 
like a credible source. Be sure 
to fully cite evidence and the 

web address. 
CCSS4RIT5: I can describe the overall structure of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or 

part of a text. 

Locate a text on a topic you 
are learning more about in 

class. Evaluate how the author 
organized the structure of the 
text. Be sure to refer to the 
text and cite support for your 

thinking. 

CCS4RIT6: I can compare and contrast a firsthand 
account and secondhand account of the same event 
or topic by describing the differences in focus and 

information provided. 

Choose two texts written 
about the same topic that 
are written from different 

points of view.  Examine how 
each deals with the topic, 
citing evidence to support. 

CCS4RIT6: I can compare and contrast a firsthand 
account and secondhand account of the same event 
or topic by describing the differences in focus and 

information provided. 

Choose two texts written 
about the same event that 
are written from different 

points of view.  Examine how 
each deals with the event, 
citing evidence to support. 

CCSS4RIT7: I can use interpret information 
presented visually and explain how the information 

contributes to the understanding of the text. 

Analyze a text about a topic 
of interest. Locate visual 
elements that help you 

better understand part of 
the text. Evaluate how the 

image supports specific 
evidence in the text. 

CCSS3RIT8: I can explain how an author uses 
reasons to support particular points in a text.. 

Analyze a text about a topic 
of interest. Identify a key 
point the author makes and 

cite evidence that the 
author uses to support this 

point. 

CCS4RIT9: I can integrate information from two 
texts on the same topic in order to write about the 

subject knowledgeably. 

Choose two texts written 
about the same topic. 

Synthesize what you have 
learned about the topic from 
these texts. Be sure to cite 

supporting evidence from 
both texts. 
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Letter Expectations: 
 

The goal is a well written letter.  Students should use the checklist below to ensure 
that correct format is used at all times.  Students should re-read their own work 

carefully to self-edit spelling and capitalization/punctuation. 
 

The scoring rubric will be used as a feedback tool and not a grading tool.  My goal is for 
students to continually improve as they read and respond to what they read. 

 
 

Friendly Letter Format 
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Weekly Reading Response Letter  
 

       Student: _________________  Date: __________________   Class: ________ 
 

      Title: ______________________________________________________ 
 
       Genre/type of literature: ______________________________________ 

 
Scoring Rubric 

 4 3 2 1 Comments/notes 

Content 
(Body) 

Uses a response 
choice as a 

guide; thinking is 
clear and 

coherent with 
higher level 

interpretations 

Uses a response 
choice as a 

guide; thinking is 
clear and 
complete 

Uses a response 
choice as a guide 

but does not 
fully respond to 

all parts 

Does use a 
response choice 

as a guide; 
thinking is 

disconnected or 
unclear 

 

Text support 
(“evidence to 
support your 

claims”) 

More than one 
piece of evidence 

from the text 
clearly cited and 
explained (“ACE” 

response followed) 

Evidence from 
the text clearly 

cited and 
explained 

Evidence from 
the text is cited 
with quotation 

marks 

Text is referred 
to, but not 

quoted 

 

Organization More than 3 
complete 

paragraphs 
(includes 

introduction and 
conclusion) 

Three 
complete 

paragraphs 
(main idea, details, 

“wrap up”) 

Less than 3 
paragraphs or 

paragraphs 
not complete 
(main idea, details, 

“wrap up”) 

No evidence 
of paragraph 

structure 

 

Conventions 
(Letter format must 

be completely 
correct) 

All words and words 
from text spelled 

correctly as well as 
beyond grade level 

words; Capitalization 
and punctuation has 

been carefully 
checked 

All grade level 
words and words 
from text spelled 

correctly; 
Capitalization and 
punctuation has 
been checked 

Some errors in 
expected spelling 
and/or errors in 

capitalization 
and punctuation 

Many errors 
and/or not in 

complete correct 
letter format 

 

Response 
choice, title 
and author 

Response choice, 
book title and 

author are clearly 
stated in 

introductory 
paragraph; Uses 

different 
responses week to 

week 

Response choice 
is 

understandable 
from letter. 

Title and author 
given; Variety of 
response choices 

is evident 

Response choice 
is unclear. Title 

or author 
missing. 

Letter is vague. 
Title and author 

missing. OR 
continues using 
same response 

choice 

 

Total: 
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