
Digital citizenship means being a 
member of the digital 

community.   
 

Being a citizen of our world’s digital community is a big 
responsibility.  In order to be the best digital citizen 

you can, it is important to understand digital citizenship. When you go 
“online”, you are connecting yourself to everyone else in the world with 

Internet access.  This is when you join the digital community. 

Digital access: 
This means electronically 

participating.  In what ways 
are you able to participate?  
Does everyone have equal 

access? 

Digital literacy: 
This is means learning about 
technology and the use of 

technology. The more you learn, 
the more “digitally literate” you 

become! 

Digital communication: 
This is the electronic exchange of information.  It is 

very important to remember that ANYTHING and 
EVERYTHING you share becomes visible to the rest 

of the digital community. You leave a “digital 
footprint” that will last forever. 
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Know and understand the NINE elements 
of Digital Citizenship 



	  

Digita l  commerce :  
This is the buying and selling of 
goods and services electronically. 

Digital law: 
This means we have to 

respect laws when we go 
online.  When you are 

taking information from 
sources on the Internet, 
you have to remember to 

cite them.  This gives 
credit to the owner of 

the ideas.  If you cut and 
paste be sure to tell 
where you “cut and 

pasted” information from!   
This is typically done by 

using the words 
“retr ieved from… on 

(date)” 

Digital etiquette: 
This refers to the standards 

of behavior in a specific 
environment or situation.  It 
means acting appropriately. 
What is acceptable?  Can you 

tell when something is not 
appropriate? 

Digital r ights and 
responsibi l it ies:  

The saying “do onto others 
as you would have them do 
onto you” applies as a digital 
citizen.  You expect others 
to respect your rights so it 

is your responsibility to 
respect theirs too. Consider 

“intellectual property”… 

Digital security: 
This includes protecting 

yourself.  Never, ever give 
out any information that 
can identify who you are 
and where you are from.  

Always use first names only 
(and no more than a last 
initial) or even better a 

“nickname”. 

Digital health and wellness: 
Consider your physical well-being. 

Keep a balance in your life! Monitor 
the time you spend “plugged in”. 
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